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On Sept. 19, the Rev. Fermin Sainz, coordinator of the Jesuit order's living quarters on the Central
American University campus, told reporters that testimony by an army colonel regarding discovery
of an arms cache on the premises of the murdered priests' home was wholly inaccurate. Six Jesuit
priests and two women were killed by soldiers in mid-November last year. In statements to Judge
Ricardo Zamora on Sept. 14, former Treasury Police director Col. Heriberto Hernandez said soldiers
carrying out his orders had found weapons in the patio of the priests' home before Nov. 11, the first
day of the rebel offensive. Hernandez said he could not recall the date of the search, the quantity
and type of weapons, nor if any of the residents of the house were present during the search. Former
Treasury Police director Col. Heriberto Hernandez testified before judge Ricardo Zamora on Sept.
14 that he ordered the search of the priests' home. However, he could remember neither the date
the search was carried out, nor the number or types of arms found. Nor could he recall if any of the
residents were present during the search. According to Sainz, the search took place on the morning
of Nov. 12. In fact, he said, the operation was not really a search of the priests' home, since soldiers
were led by a young man (presumably a rebel) to a pile of ashes far from the residence. Sainz said
that during the offensive in November, both rebels and soldiers passed through the campus area,
but generally stayed away from the Jesuits' living quarters. The priest said a cache of weapons and
equipment allegedly belonging to the guerrillas was found in an abandoned building near a coffee
plantation, and not in the patio of the priests' home. (Basic data from AFP, 09/20/90)
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